MERSEY VALE PRIMARY SCHOOL
PROMOTING FUNDAMENTAL BRITISH VALUES POLICY
At Mersey Vale Primary School, we are committed to ensuring equality of education
and opportunity for all irrespective of race, gender, ability, religion, socio-economic
factors and disability. The achievement of all pupils is monitored and we use this
data to raise standards and ensure inclusive teaching and learning.
We aim to provide our pupils with a firm foundation which will enable them to fulfil
their potential. We seek to eliminate unlawful discrimination. At Mersey Vale we
believe that diversity and inclusion are strengths, which should be respected and
celebrated by all those who learn, teach and visit here.
VALUES
At Mersey Vale Primary School all pupils are encouraged to regard people of all faiths, races and
cultures with respect and tolerance. It is expected that pupils should understand that while different
people may hold different views about what is ‘right’ and ‘wrong’, all people living in England are
subject to its law. Our ethos and teaching supports the rule of English civil and criminal law and
schools should not teach anything that undermines it. If schools teach about religious law, particular
care should be taken to explore the relationship between state and religious law. Pupils should be
made aware of the difference between the law of the land and religious law. At Mersey Vale Primary
School we will promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual
liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and through our provision of
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education.
RESPONSIBILITIES
It is the responsibility of all staff that we:
• enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence;
• enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of
England;
• encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to understand
how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the
school and to society more widely;
• enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and
services in England;
• further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling students to
acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures;
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• encourage respect for other people; and
• encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic processes,
including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England.

AIMS
At Mersey Vale Primary School we aim to:
• include in suitable parts of the curriculum, as appropriate for the age of pupils, material on the
strengths, advantages and disadvantages of democracy, and how democracy and the law works in
Britain, in contrast to other forms of government in other countries;
• ensure that all pupils within the school have a voice that is listened to, and demonstrate how
democracy works by actively promoting democratic processes such as a school council whose
members are voted for by the pupils;
• use opportunities such as general or local elections to hold mock elections to promote
fundamental British values and provide pupils with the opportunity to learn how to argue and
defend points of view;
• use teaching resources from a wide variety of sources to help pupils understand a range of faiths,
and
• consider the role of extra-curricular activity, including any run directly by pupils, in promoting
fundamental British values.
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